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Do you know your net worth? Many people think they do, but make the mistake of basing it on their 
current financial condition. They subtract the present value of their liabilities from the present value of 
their assets and arrive at a net present value of their financial condition.   
 
The problem with this approach is that it gives no consideration to earnings potential. You are actually 
worth more financially if you have a higher future earnings potential than you are if you have a lower 
future earnings potential. If you don’t believe it, just ask a lending institution for a loan when you don’t 
have an expectation of future income. The resounding no in your loan request denied letter should 
convince you.   
 
Unless you are preparing a standard financial balance sheet, consider changing your view of net 
worth. More importantly, if you want to increase your net worth, focus on increasing your value to your 
current and future employer. Develop and leverage your experience, skills, knowledge and education. 
Maintain and improve your dependability, longevity, work ethic and access to other resources that 
would be of value. 
 
Invest not just in your financial assets, but in yourself. As one of America’s most influential founding 
fathers, Benjamin Franklin, said, “If a man empties his purse into his head, no man can take it away 
from him. An investment in knowledge always pays the best interest.” 
 
Here are five investments you can make to increase your future value and true net worth: 
 
1 – Stay current in your field.  Read books, attend seminars and collaborate with others who are 
considered experts in your field. Practice and apply what you learn. Teach and mentor others 
whenever possible. Teaching teaches you as much as others.   
 
2 – Exceed expectations.  Don’t get into the rut of meeting expectations.  Look for opportunities to 
exceed expectations. Find ways to go “over the top”. It is often just as easy to exceed expectations as 
it is to meet them. As Zig Ziglar says, “there are no traffic lights on the extra mile.”   
 
3 – Think strategically.  Think and behave in a way that puts time on your side. Rather than put 
temporary fixes in place that will need your attention again later, fix problems at their root cause.  
Learn to spot opportunities to improve the status quo. Make good decisions that will pay future 
dividends.   
 
4 – Pursue personal development.  Build an accurate self-awareness. Understand your strengths 
and personal development needs. Learn how to leverage your strong points and innate talents. Work 
on improving your skills, behaviors and attitudes where needed. 
 
5 – Maintain good health.  The better your health, the more energy you will have, the better your 
mental acuity will be, the more confidence you will have and the longer you will have the choice to be 
a productive employee. Maintain self-control, exercise regularly and follow good nutritional habits.   
 
Don’t leave your future to chance. Invest your time, energy and money intentionally in these five areas 
and watch your true net worth soar.   
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